COINS:   A   FASCINATING   HOBBY
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soon get the
appearance of
age, while well-
cared-for coins
will retain their
freshness for
centuries. In
short, when
purchasing, if
one's own know-
ledge is not a
sufficient guide,
one should deal
o n l.y with
people who
have a reputa-
tion at stake.

As with post-
age stamps, so
with coins, the
collector's aim
should be to
accumulate as
many perfect
specimens as
possible. The
worse should
always give
place to the
better.

Care of Coins.

The treat-
ment of old and
dirty coins must
be guided by
the principle
that old coins
are old coins,
and should not
be made to look
like anything
else. One

ENGLISH GOLD COINS.    (Actual site.}

This illustration sho-ws three magnificent gold coins.   Figs. 33 and 34
were struck in the time of James I., Fig. 35 in the time of Charles I.

Mint-new coins must be handled
very carefully to avoid staining them
with the fingers. Lift them flatwise
between finger and thumb, pressing on
opposite points of the edge.

should remove any loose matter by
steeping in a solution of washing soda,
and brushing with an old tooth-brush
until the design stands out clearly. But
it is a great mistake to aim at bright-
ness in old coins. The removal of the
natural oxidised or tarnished surface
may take with it a good deal of the
value of the com.

Storing a Collection.
A   collection   should   be   kept   in
trays, housed in a lock-up cabinet.